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Fundulus heteroclitus (“Mummichog”) 

Hello! I am a Fundulus heteroclitus. You can call me an “Atlantic killifish” or a “mummichog”. I am a model 

organism used to research mechanisms of PAH toxicity at Duke University. Thanks for visiting my page! 

Favorite Musical Artists/Songs 
 

Top Three Friends 
 

FAQs 
 

1. Why did you leave your home in the Elizabeth 

River?  
 
The Elizabeth River is extremely polluted with PAHs from 
creosote used to treat wood in the 1900’s. Duke University 
decided to use me as a model organism to determine how I 
have been able to adapt to my toxic habitat.  
 

2. Why are you such a great model?  
 Limited migration1 
 Able to resist effects of a variety of toxicants, such 

as heavy metals, PCBs, and PAHs1 
 Easy to collect in the field2 

 Easy to maintain in lab2 
 Visible embryonic development 

 

3. What types of studies are you used for?  
 Genetic adaptation research2 
 Toxicological studies2 
 Ecological studies2 
 Estuarine system modeling2 

Muddy Waters 
“Proud Mary (Rolling on the River)”-Tina Turner 
“Born on the Bayou”-Creedence Clearwater Revival 

Achievements 

(1973) First fish in space 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?NR=1&v=ogM8bBkghqA&feature=fvwp
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7wIEzQV-4SI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=32YQYJuxyn0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nL1l0Fz5RlE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f775c_KgXE0

