
Below are a few of the new faces that we are 
seeing every day at the Nicholas School, 
thanks to your support. 
The Nicholas Scholars Program enables us to award 
scholarships to incoming students who demonstrate 
exceptional leadership potential and academic 
excellence. Your gifts have empowered these students 
to pursue their dreams of protecting the planet now 
and into the future. Thank you! 

Meet the newest Nicholas Scholars!  

Alyssa Briggs

Area of Interest: Forestry
Previous Experience: Staff to senior diplomats at the Department of State, 
International Policy Advisor at law firm Arnold & Porter
Future Aspirations: Applying skills in strategy, problem solving, and 
negotiations to save our forests

Coming from a low-income background in rural Idaho, it would 
have been near-impossible for me to attend my absolute dream 
program without the generous aid I received from the Nicholas School.

Asreeta Ushasri

Brock Keller

Area of Interest: Ecotoxicology and Environmental Health
Previous Experience: Environmental health scientist at a nonprofit addressing 
environmental contamination in vulnerable communities
Future Aspirations: Working as an ecotoxicologist in the Environmental 
Protection Agency or similar state agency

Area of Interest: Energy and Environment
Previous Experience: Assistant Account Executive in crisis communications 
related to federal water systems, fuel pipelines, and electricity grids
Future Aspirations: Contributing to equitable energy access and international 
wildlife conservation programs, prioritizing community engagement
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Huijin Ju

Area of Interest: Terrestrial and Freshwater Environments
Previous Experience: Most recently with ICF working on state and federal 
grant programs for public assistance and workforce development services
Future Aspirations: Working in agriculture policy or advocacy to help advance 
a transition away from extractive industrial agrifood systems

Area of Interest: Terrestrial and Freshwater Environments
Previous Experience: Wildlife Diversity Technician in Herpetology at the 
N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission
Future Aspirations: Making a measurable impact on ecosystems and 
communities, whether in government, education, or an NGO

Your support means more to me than words can express. It is 
allowing me to pursue my passion for protecting and restoring our 
oceans and coasts, something I’ve dreamed of doing for years.

Kabryn Mattison

Lindsay Bell

Area of Interest: Coastal and Marine Systems
Previous Experience: Avian Field Technician at UNC Wilmington, collaborating 
with National Park Service to protect shorebird species in Outer Banks
Future Aspirations: Developing restoration solutions that benefit 
ecosystems and communities impacted by sea-level rise

Area of Interest: Energy and Environment
Previous Experience: ESG (Environment, Social and Governance) Ratings 
Analyst at Institutional Shareholder Services (ISS)
Future Aspirations: Implementing renewable energy projects in food systems, 
addressing food insecurity, and building sustainable agricultural supply chain systems

Manjiri Deshmukh

Mason Ibrahim

Area of Interest: Energy and Environment
Previous Experience: Carbon & Energy Consultant at SGS, assisting high-
emission companies with transition to greener practices
Future Aspirations: Joining a consulting firm to help companies navigate 
green transformation, or an incubator researching green technologies
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Natalie Holsclaw

Area of Interest: Ecotoxicology and Environmental Health
Previous Experience: Researcher in multiple oceanographic laboratories 
and volunteer with grassroots climate justice movements
Future Aspirations: Working with data analytics in the marine or environmental 
chemistry sector to inform climate policy or conservation management

Area of Interest: Coastal and Marine Systems
Previous Experience: Founded first coral restoration initiative of the Galápagos 
Islands, while working as Associate Researcher for Universidad San Francisco 
de Quito and Marine Restoration Consultant for Fundacion Jocotoco
Future Aspirations: Leading the involvement of private investment to support 
effective conservation solutions

I was lucky to work with many Nicholas School alumni at the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency. Their commitments to innovating 
new programs, advancing environmental justice, and approaching 
challenges with curiosity were all inspiring to me. I wanted to follow in 
the footsteps of these role models. Thank you for giving me this 
transformative opportunity!

Nicolás Dávalos 

Rachael Stephan

Area of Interest: Terrestrial and Freshwater Environments
Previous Experience: Experience spanning the clean water pipeline, from 
Alaska Native villages to the Office of Wastewater Management at the EPA
Future Aspirations: Working for a government agency or organization that 
bridges the gaps between water quality challenges and financial, legal, and 
policy solutions

Rachel Gold

Area of Interest: Coastal and Marine Systems
Previous Experience: Worked in microbiology laboratories and served as 
biology intern with USGS working on floodplain connectivity
Future Aspirations: Working with a government organization addressing 
issues related to natural resource management, particularly marine systems 
and sustainable fisheries 
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