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ENVIRON 982, Sustainable Development in Chile

Spring 2016
Course Syllabus
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Online Classroom URL: http://nicholas.adobeconnect.com/sustainable-chile/
Course instructors: Deb Gallagher, Caitlin Starks (Teaching Assistant) Megan Green (Consultant) 
Course Description:  This two-credit, field-based course will provide students with an international perspective on sustainable economic development. During spring break, 2016, students will travel to Santiago and Valparaiso, Chile to meet with Chilean government, industry and non-profit leaders to explore topics such as renewable energy, wineries, ecotourism and sustainable forestry. 
Sakai Course Page: The course Sakai page will be used to share background materials and to host topical discussion boards. 
Readings:  A small number of suggested background readings will be provided on blackboard. 
Requirements and Grading: Student teams will develop 5-page background briefing documents on sustainable development topics to be covered during the course of the field trip portion of the course (renewable energy, recycling, sustainable development policy, mining, winemaking, export agriculture, shipping, ecotourism and sustainable forestry).  With guidance from the instructors, teams will suggest at least 2 background readings and at least 2 websites to on their topics help prepare the class for the trip. 
Upon arrival in Chile, student teams will present a 20-minute overview of their assigned topic before meetings and field trips begin. At the culmination of the trip, student teams will again present a 20 minute briefing on their topic, focusing on what they learned from meetings with leaders and during field trips. 

Student grades will be based on 
1) pre-trip background materials (readings and websites) (20%)
2) pre-trip briefing document (40%) 
3) post-trip presentation (40%)

Course Participation: Students and faculty will participate in a series of class meetings using adobe connect to learn about the country of Chile, the cities of Santiago and Valparaiso and specific sustainable development topics to prepare for the trip.
Course Outline
Part I. Trip Preparation
Read materials on Sakai and participate in on-line class discussion. Attend 5 pre-trip web conference class meetings via adobe acrobat connect on Monday evenings. During meetings 2, 3 and 4 as described below, student teams will present preliminary findings. 
Meeting 1: Introduction to Chile: Geography, Institutions and Culture (Deb)

Meeting 2: Renewable Energy (solar), Export Agriculture and Wine
Meeting 3: Ecotourism, Sustainable Development Policy and Shipping 
Meeting 4: Forestry, Mining and Recycling
Meeting 5: Preparation for Travel (Deb, Caitlin and Megan)

Part II. Field Trip (tentative)
· Travel to Santiago

· Meet with Leaders in Santiago (government, business, non-profits)
· Visit Ecotourism Resort – opportunities to raft and hike
· Travel to Valparaiso, with day trip to winery and packing plant
· Visit Port of Valparaiso

· Return to Santiago and home
Potential Team Topics 
1. Forestry

2. Ecotourism

3. Mining
4. Wineries 

5. Renewable Energy (solar) 
6. Sustainable Development Policy

7. Recycling

8. Shipping

9. Export Agriculture
